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CBC BIASED? SAY IT AIN’T SO! 
 

By Rolf Auer 
 

May 24, 2010 
 
 Here’s the story so far: the federal Tories are accusing the Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation of being biased against them (that is, not politically conservative, or rather, 

left-leaning). 

 In Donald Gutstein’s 2009 book Not A Conspiracy Theory: How Business 

Propaganda HIJACKS Democracy, on pp. 220-221, is this quotation:  

The right began accusing the press of liberal bias in the early 1970s. They’re 
still at it more than thirty years later. Even though the corporate media are not 
liberal, conservatives continue to make the accusation because it is useful to 
do so. If the press can be accused of being too liberal and leftist, the right’s 
extreme position will seem moderate in comparison… Edward Herman and 
Noam Chomsky called this activity flak, which they defined as “negative 
responses to a media statement or program.”…Bias doesn’t necessarily mean 
prejudice, but simply a point of view or the dissemination of information that 
right-wing organizations would rather the media ignore… Bias could also 
mean giving short shrift to conservative solutions to a problem, discussing a 
flaw in the conservative approach, or simply omitting information presented 
by the right… The function of [U.S. right-wing think tank Accuracy In 
Media], [Herman and Chomsky] say, is “to harass the media and put pressure 
on them to follow the corporate agenda and a hard-line, right-wing foreign 
policy….It conditions the media to expect trouble (and cost increases) for 
violating right-wing standards of bias. 

 
 In Canada, functioning like AIM, is the Fraser Institute. From Donald Gutstein’s 

book, p. 82, “The Fraser Institute’s annual report, for instance, explains each year that the 

fundamental objective of all Institute programs is to show the benefits of market-based 

alternatives to well-intentioned but misguided and conventional views about appropriate 

roles of government.” 
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 From p. 172: 

As [Canada’s] largest think tank, the Fraser Institute has the greatest media 
presence. A draft media plan leaked in 1997 revealed a rare glimpse of the 
organization’s ambitious plans for media penetration, tailoring the institute’s 
activities to attract the most coverage. In 2007, the Fraser Institute issued 225 
news releases and media advisories and placed 282 op-eds, more than 
doubling the 2006 success rate. The number of news stories referencing the 
institute in media around the world climbed to 6,243, an increase of 24 
percent over 2006. “Reaching decision makers, policy makers, and the public 
through the mainstream media remains one of our primary tactics,” the 
institute’s 2007 annual report states. 
 

 From another reference, the 2000 book The Missing News: Filters and Blind 

Spots in Canada’s Press by Robert A. Hackett & Richard Gruneau with Donald Gutstein, 

Timothy A. Gibson and NewsWatch Canada. On p. 30 is this quotation: 

            In addition, conservative critics sometimes seem to extrapolate too 
carelessly from (selected) surveys of journalists’ political views to news 
content.  
           “If most journalists are lefties,” they say in effect, “then the news itself 
is tinted pink.” But bias that makes a difference must be on the screen or 
page, not just in newsworkers’ heads. So there is an additional problem with 
the conservative critique: a missing link between journalists’ consciousness 
and actual news content. Not surprisingly, a well-funded industry has arisen 
to supply the missing link—to “prove” that news is indeed slanted to the left, 
and to provide the research ammunition to pressure the media to become 
more “balanced”—i.e., to move to the right. 

 
 What these quotations add up to is that there has been unrelenting pressure on 

Canada’s news media over the past 30 years or more to move them toward the right and 

that includes the CBC. So, we already know that the CBC is not left-leaning, as the 

federal Tories claim. 

 An October 2, 2009 Tyee article (www.thetyee.ca) by Crawford Killan headlined 

“Canwest Global may sell papers; CBC, National Post sharing content” tells of the CBC 

running financial stories from the hard right Post on their website. This is more proof of 

where the CBC is located on the political spectrum. 
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 What triggered the Tories’ baseless accusations was a Harris-Decima poll 

commissioned by Preston Manning of The Manning Centre—a “hardcore right-wing 

think tank” (The Progressive Rambler)—done by a (surprise!) politically conservative 

polling firm, supposedly showing Canadians are moving toward the right. (“More 

Canadians leaning right, poll finds,” Steven Chase, The Globe and Mail, March 12, 2010) 

 “Andre Turcotte [and Allan Gregg], who conducted the poll, [say] Canadians 

have a personal code of conduct but don’t want government to intrude in private life. 

[Turcotte] says there’s room for more right-wing policies in the country, but 

Conservatives should ‘stay away from the social Darwinism that turns off people.’ 

 NDP spokesman Karl Belanger said he didn’t expect any other results from a 

Manning Centre-commissioned survey. 

 ‘It’s like a poll from Burger King stating that Canadians are moving to the 

Whopper,’ he said in an e-mail.” (“Canadians move to the right: poll,” Laura Payton, 

Canoe News, March 12, 2010) 

 Of course, Preston Manning got prominent coverage of his poll in a large op-ed 

article in the right-wing Globe and Mail. Social justice activist Murray Dobbin responded 

in his blog on April 11, 2010, “Preston Manning up to more mischief.” He wrote of Ekos 

polling firm’s President Frank Graves carrying out much the same polling two weeks 

after the Manning poll, and finding that in fact, things in Canada were pretty much the 

same as they were 10 years ago. Graves said he would continue to look into the Manning 

poll results. Ekos even went so far as to suggest that Canadians, in a number of areas, are 

becoming less conservative. 
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 Then the manure hit the fan. On April 22, 2010, Norman Spector wrote in a blog 

entry of his headlined “CBC pollster/Liberal adviser?” about Frank Graves advising the 

federal Liberals to “invoke a culture war.” 

 The following day, April 23, 2010, The Globe and Mail ran this article by Bill 

Curry, “Pollster Frank Graves apologizes, denies anti-Tory bias.” At the same time, 

however, Graves seemed to suggest that the Conservative party “provide[s] a haven” for 

xenophobes and homophobes. Out of the frying pan and into the fire! 

 That’s when the Tories accused the CBC of bias (Graves is a CBC pollster). 

 Fact: Graves is not now—nor has he ever been—a card carrying Liberal, never 

works for them, and gives advice to all parties. (He has done so for the Tories, as well.) 

Graves is not affiliated with any political party whatsoever. 

 Fact: The CBC employs Kory Teneycke, the former communications director for 

Stephen Harper, as a paid partisan commentator. 

 Then this Globe and Mail story broke on May 7, 2010, by Jane Taber headlined, 

“’Viewer-inspired’ CBC poll works Tories into a lather.” What apparently bothered the 

Tories was their concern as to whether one poll survey question on women in politics was 

inspired by a Liberal candidate. Graves, for his part, said he had no knowledge of who 

posed the question or how it came to be. The Tories seemed to be grasping at straws. 

 Next, we have The Globe and Mail’s May 12, 2010, article by Jane Taber 

headlined, “CBC waging ‘faith war,’ Conservatives say.” The CBC had ran an eight-

minute TV segment on the book, The Armageddon Factor, which investigates the 

religious right in Canada and its ties to the Harper government. Surely, that indicated a 

bias against the Tories! 
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 A May 18, 2010, blog entry by Norman Spector headlined, “Why Conservatives 

are attacking CBC,” puts it quite simply: the Tory party polls about 10 points lower than 

Harper’s personal approval rating—the challenge is to close that gap and put the Tories 

within majority government reach. By attacking the CBC, it believes it can sway potential 

supporters away from the supposed negative messages the CBC conveys (if this were in 

fact the case). 

 On May 21, 2010, The Vancouver Sun published this letter of mine: 

 Re: CBC and the Tories: Long-time enemies, Issues & Ideas, May 19: 

 This commentary leaves the impression that the CBC is a left-leaning institution 

dead-set against the federal Tories, and "hiring former Harper spokesman Kory Teneycke 

will not be enough to overcome it." 

 This couldn't be further from the truth. If anything, the CBC is right-leaning, as 

anybody who has watched CBC TV news can tell. What else to make of its political 

panel, two of three members being Andrew Coyne, of hard-right Maclean's, and Allan 

Gregg, who polls for Conservatives, trying to show how right-wing Canada now is? Its 

chief pundit is Rex Murphy, now also at the hard right National Post. Take former 

journalists in the Harper government: member of Parliament Peter Kent, and Senators 

Mike Duffy and Pamela Wallin — they all had serious CBC careers. If all this doesn't 

show the CBC's true ideological bent, I don't know what does. 

  Globe and Mail writer Rick Salutin’s May 14, 2010, column headlined, “CBC 

and Frum: Ships in the ideological night,” gave me most, if not all, of the ammunition for 

my letter. Salutin wrote, “Should leftists defend the CBC?  Hell, no, they should attack it 

— for being so far to the right.” 


