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INEQUALITY,	  DEMOCRACY,	  AND	  CLASS	  WARFARE	  (PART	  3)	  
	  

Rolf	  Auer	  
	  

August	  22,	  2010	  
	  
Written	  out	  of	  respect	  for	  Sandra	  Pronteau,	  Adrienne	  Macallum,	  Phoenix	  Winter,	  
Priscillia	  Tait,	  Stephen	  Lytton,	  and	  all	  the	  fine	  citizens	  of	  the	  Downtown	  Eastside.	  
	  
	   I	  talked	  to	  Sandy	  Cameron	  about	  Part	  2	  of	  this	  series,	  and	  he	  had	  these	  words	  

of	  advice	  for	  me,	  “Always	  remember	  when	  writing:	  What	  is	  the	  organizing	  

principle?”	  So,	  yes,	  I	  admit,	  that	  last	  article	  was	  like—in	  Sandy’s	  words—trying	  to	  

jam	  too	  many	  things	  into	  a	  suitcase.	  

	   So,	  I’m	  keeping	  to	  one	  topic	  in	  this	  article:	  The	  law	  and	  class	  war.	  On	  the	  

cover	  of	  Sandy’s	  book	  (Taking	  Another	  Look	  At	  Class,	  1999,	  available	  from	  the	  BC	  

Canadian	  Centre	  for	  Policy	  Alternatives,	  604-801-5121, $3) is a photo of a mural that 

was painted by the famous Downtown Eastside social justice activist Bruce Eriksen in the 

1970s, which features a quotation from Anatole France, a French poet, journalist, and 

novelist from the late nineteenth/early twentieth centuries. It reads, “The law in its 

majestic equality forbids the rich as well as the poor to sleep under bridges to beg in the 

streets and to steal bread.” 

 In his chapter titled “The Law and Class War” in his book (p. 22), Sandy goes 

into much detail about how the poor are betrayed over and over again by the law, and by 

government policies which invariably force the poor to break it in order to survive (laws 

such as abysmally low income assistance rates, for example). 

 According to a statistic in this chapter, Canada (as of 1999) had the fourth highest 

incarceration rate in the western world, at 130 inmates per 100,000 population, behind the 

US, Russia, and South Africa. That’s class war, too. 
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 And what of BC? What we do know is that four percent of BC’s population is 

Aboriginal while 20 percent of its prison population is Aboriginal. (Those statistics came 

from the Internet from Prison Justice Day.) Incarceration is also class war (as well as 

cultural war in the case of the Aboriginal population, as Sandy pointed out to me).  

 I also read an article in The Province on August 17, 2010 by Janice Tibbetts, 

“FAS ‘a huge problem’ in jails,” telling how both federally and provincially, Fetal 

Alcohol Syndrome sufferers shouldn’t be held responsible for their actions in the same 

way as other prisoners because of their affliction. 

Yet, at the beginning of August, we have Conservative MP Stockwell Day 

publicly announcing Canada is going to spend $13 billion building more prisons, based 

purely on an unsubstantiated claim that “more and more often, crimes are going 

unreported.” Statistics Canada quickly shot that down as was recorded in the following 

article. (“StatsCan refutes minister over crime numbers,” Mike De Souza, Vancouver 

Sun, August 4, 2010) in which the agency takes Day to task for misusing their numbers. 

 Huge class war!  Think of all the daycares, social programs, and national social 

housing that money could fund. For whom are these prisons being built? Not the well off, 

you can be certain of that. That’s the irony of France’s quotation at the beginning of this 

article. 

 I’m reminded of this also famous quotation by a Downtown Eastside old-timer 

sometime after Expo ’86: “Someday, they’re going to come in here with a bunch of army 

trucks and ship us all out to the sticks like POWS!” Like I wrote, it’s not the well off 

(who’ll be shipped out or put in prison), that’s for sure.  


