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Old age is the most unexpected of all things that happen to a man. 
—Diary In Exile, Leon Trotsky, 1959 
 
If Margaret Thatcher wins on Thursday, I warn you not to be ordinary, I warn 
you not to be young, I warn you not to fall ill, and I warn you not to grow old. 
—on the prospect of a Conservative re-election, Neil Kinnock, speech at 
Bridgend, June 7, 1983 
 
I saw how hard it is for our own society ever to become wise while old people 
are ostracized. 
—No Man’s Land, George Monbiot, 1994 
 

 Fourteen-and-a-half million Canadians are 45 years old or more. They have one 

of the highest—if not the highest—turnouts for voting in elections (of all types). 

At election time senior citizens are worth more than the rest of us. They vote. 
And that’s why Canadians will go to the polls for the third time in five years 
over the Conservatives’ failure in [the 2011] budget to satisfy an NDP 
demand to enrich benefits for the elderly…. Conservative Seniors Minister 
Julian Fantino believes the opposition parties are using seniors as “pawns in a 
political arena.” 
—The Globe and Mail, “Three parties, one strategy: Capture the senior vote,” 
Joe Friesen and John Ibbitson,  March 23, 2011 
 

 On April 8, 2011, the Canadian Association of Retired Persons (CARP) fired off a 

couple of press releases. 

Long before the election was called, CARP [www.carp.ca] — Canada’s 
largest association for older Canadians with approximately 350,000 members 
nationwide — raised awareness for the issues of greatest importance to this 
population including financial security, pension and healthcare reform and 
caregivers’ rights…. It is not surprising that politicians of all stripes are 
courting the seniors’ vote – 70% of Canadians over 65 vote regularly. There 
are 4.6 million Canadians 65-plus or 14% of the population but when the 
Boomer generation is added, there are 14.5 million Canadians 45-plus or 42% 
of the population. While the entire group is not homogenous, the concerns for 
retirement security and especially caregiver support resonate with them…. 
MEDIA ADVISORY: CARP DEBATE CONSERVATIVES, LIBERALS, 



NDP WOO THE SENIOR VOTE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13….FUTURE 
BROADCAST: THE CARP DEBATE will be broadcast on VisionTV 
Thursday, April 14 at 6pm ET and Friday, April 15 at 4pm ET Rogers 60 
(GTA); BellTV 261; Shaw Direct 394 or check local listings. 
 

 The Conservatives tried to bolster their position by pointing out how much better 

off seniors would be under the proposed 2011 Tory budget. 

[Conservatives Seniors Minister] Fantino visited the Better Living 
Community Centre in Toronto, outlining proposed improvements to the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement [GIS]…. In his statement [March 24], 
Fantino said the proposed improvements would provide single, low-income 
seniors with up to $600 in benefits, while couples would receive $840. 
—CP, “Conservatives signal senior vote will be key target,” March 24, 2011 
 

 Wow! Less than $12 per week increase for a single senior! Hold me back! 

 Want to bet that the Conservatives’ already approved raises for their political staff 

are worth just a little bit more than that? 

If Stephen Harper’s Conservatives are re-elected on May 2, political aides in 
ministerial offices could find a nice bonus when they return to work. The 
Harper government has quietly approved increases in the maximum salaries 
political staffers are entitled to receive. In addition, suddenly out-of-work 
staffers could find the blow considerably cushioned if the Tories were to lose 
the election. That’s because the government has also approved a 50-per-cent 
increase in the maximum separation pay political aides can receive – up to six 
months from four. That’s on top of severance pay. 
—The Globe and Mail, “Pay hikes, severance deal approved for Tory 
staffers,” Joan Bryden, April 10, 2011 
 

 Seniors don’t need to be told to vote. But they need to be informed of which party 

has the best chance of defeating the Tories, and which will also treat them the best in the 

long run. They’ve been around long enough that they don’t need to be told how to find 

out that information as well. 


