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   I borrowed the title of this article from a book I’m reading, which I’ll tell you about 
later on.  I’m prompted to write this piece by an article in the March 11, 2010 Georgia 
Straight by Carlito Pablo titled, “Task force may allow corporations to vote.” 
   Apparently, the BC Liberal government has struck a task force responsible for 
collecting opinions from the public as to whether corporations should be given the right 
to vote in municipal elections.  (Don’t laugh: at one time in BC, corporations were 
allowed to vote; then that right was taken away, and ever since then, they, or rather, the 
business world, has been trying to get it back.) 
   I’ll tell you right now, I am not in favour of allowing corporations any kind of 
government vote. 
   In his 2004 book, the Corporation: The Pathological Pursuit of Profit and Power, Joel 
Bakan describes how corporations came to be legally recognized as persons before the 
law. (p.16)  In his words, “through a bizarre legal alchemy.”  This occurred in 1886. 
   Later in the book, Bakan asks the question, if corporations are persons, what sort of 
person are they?  For the answer to this, he consulted Robert Hare, a psychologist and 
internationally renowned expert on psychopathy. (pp.56-57)  Hare listed the character 
traits common to a corporation: irresponsible, because in an attempt to satisfy the 
corporate goal, everybody else is put at risk; grandiose, always insisting, “we’re the 
best.”; a lack of empathy and asocial tendencies: “their behaviour indicates they don’t 
really concern themselves with their victims.”; often refuse to accept responsibility for 
their own actions and are unable to feel remorse: “if they get caught breaking the law, 
they pay big fines, and continue doing what they were doing before.”; relates to others 
superficially: they present themselves to the public in an appealing way, but may not 
actually be representative of what they really are.  Human psychopaths are known to use 
charm to hide their true selves.  For corporations, social responsibility may play the same 
role. 
   In short, the type of person embodied by a corporation is a psychopath.  Is this 
something to which we want to give the right to vote? 
   From David Korten's book (1995, softcover) When Corporations Rule the World 
(p.100): "The owners and managers of corporations have the full rights of any citizen - in 
their capacity as citizens - to participate in defining public goals and policies. However, 
corporations themselves, as non-human legal entities created to serve the public interest, 
have no place using their resources to influence the processes by which citizens define 
the public interest and set the rules of corporate conduct. Corporations are not people. 
They are alien to the ways of life and blind to the complex nonmaterial needs of human 
societies. They should be wholly barred from any form of political participation..." 
   From Murray Dobbin's book (2003, 2nd edition) The Myth of the Good Corporate 
Citizen: Canada and Democracy in the Age of Globalization (p.284): "Citizen 
participation must be directed at seizing back from corporations power that our "own" 
governments have ceded. In the vacuum of government deregulation corporations have 
become the organizational form that is now "regulating" society. It is corporations that 
increasingly determine what kind of work there will be, who will get it, how much 



damage will be done to the environment and where, what human needs will be addressed 
and which will go unfulfilled. Yet refocussing democratic action on corporations does not 
mean that we can abandon the state. While the state is now being transformed into the 
market state from the egalitarian state, it is still the only human organization ultimately 
powerful enough to challenge corporate rule, whether alone or as part of international 
institutions for world governance. The struggle for democracy has throughout this 
century been a struggle for control of the state. That will not change."  That is why 
corporations must not be allowed to participate in democracy. 
   I mean, here’s a simple argument: democracy, the word, derives from Greek, meaning 
“rule of the people.”  It doesn’t mean “rule of the people and companies.” 
   Pablo quoted John Winter, president and CEO of the BC Chamber of Commerce, 
making the argument that not only do corporations pay taxes, they are a major taxpayer 
and therefore deserve the vote as a means of having a say on how that tax money is spent. 
   My friend Lora Masotti read this and commented that they are also major polluters of 
water sources too.  (So, ipso facto, shouldn’t that disallow them the vote?) 
   One of my main concerns is that corporations have dragged the world to the brink of 
environmental destruction (not without help, I might add).  And now, on top of that, they 
want the vote too?  Don’t forget, these are the companies that said, we don’t need 
government regulations to control our actions, the market will do that for us, and look 
what happened.  Joel Bakan, quoting Harvard University political economist Elaine 
Bernard (p.146), “At least in a democracy each person is formally equal…. But when we 
move that power over to the marketplace, the humblest and the wealthiest are totally 
asymmetrical.  And one has such immense power that they can literally crush the other 
completely and utterly and fully.  So that’s one of the reasons historically we’ve always 
felt the need to regulate markets.”  Deregulation?  Remember Enron?  $60 Billion lost to 
shareholders.  WorldCom?  $150 Billion lost to shareholders.  The subprime mortgage 
crisis (caused by deregulation) of 2008/2009 which required trillions of dollars 
worldwide in bailout money to be paid to banks and insurance companies, and which has 
caused a worldwide recession?  And now corporations expect us to trust them?  (Forgive 
me for having a laugh at your expense, John Winter, but it strikes me that the timing of 
your request couldn’t be worse.) 
   (www.localelectionstaskforce.gov.bc.ca) is the website for collecting opinions or 
obtaining contact information.  It’s only open until April 15, 2010. 
   Since this article was written, according to a story by Jeremy Shepherd, Vancouver 
Courier, “Proposal for corporations voting in civic elections meets resistance from 
municipal leaders,” on March 16, 2010: “The suggestion that corporations should have 
voting rights in Vancouver has been met with swift opposition, with many slamming the 
idea as too complex in practice and undemocratic in theory.” 
   Nevertheless, you should register your opposition anyway, if that is what you would 
like to do. 
 
 
 


