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 The not-too-distant future. It was May 2, 2011. 

 I was on my way to the polling station. A stranger—a suspicious-looking man—

accosted me. He said, “Hey… I’ll give you $20 if you vote for Stephen Harper’s Tories.” 

 “Is that legal?” I asked. “I mean, isn’t this a democracy? You can’t just go around 

buying votes.” 

 “Oh,” he said, “this is strictly between you and me. And I’m not working for 

anybody or for any party. I’m just interested in buying only your vote.” 

 “Why do you want to buy my vote?” I asked. “Why is it so special that you would 

want to?” 

 “Because,” he said, “I want to see Stephen Harper get a majority government in 

this election.” 

 “And you think you can do this by buying my vote?” I groused, kind of peeved at 

this point. 

 “Don’t you know?” he ominously intoned. “Don’t you know that nothing is 

private in this world? With your vote securely in hand, I can swing the votes of 

thousands, maybe tens of thousands, perhaps even millions of voters!” 

 “You’re bonkers!” I exclaimed. “What possible difference could be made in 

knowing how I voted? Besides, everybody would know you bought my vote. You said it 

yourself, nothing is private.” 



 “But that’s just the point, you see,” he said, “if people see that you can be bought, 

they’ll either not bother to vote (which is to Harper’s advantage), or, after they see how 

you voted, they’ll vote the same way.” 

 “Say,” I said, “you look familiar. Haven’t I seen you somewhere before?” 

 “I’m known by many names. Some you’ve undoubtedly heard before. But why 

are names so important? What matters here is me getting your vote (for $20) and me 

getting a Harper majority as a result. So, are you in or are you out?” 

 “Look,” I said, “I never intended to vote for Harper. He has a bad track record on 

governing Canada. He’s just plain bad news. If I had my way, he wouldn’t even be re-

elected. Why would I discourage people from voting {please see following links—RA} 

and why would I vote for him?” 

<http://www.straight.com/article-385991/vancouver/peter-julian-stephen-
harper-doesnt-want-you-vote> http://bit.ly/e4QdNK  
 
<http://www.straight.com/article-384795/vancouver/stephen-harpers-secret-
weapon-low-voter-turnout> http://bit.ly/hDTJbV  
 

 “C’mon,” he wheedled, “I know you could use the $20. Is democracy worth even 

that to you?” 

 “It’s not just that,” I said, “Harper’s continually misled voters, not just during his 

time in power, but also throughout the campaign as well. Take that claim of his about the 

opposition parties planning to cook up a coalition government if he only gets a minority 

(therefore, please, please give him a majority!)—there’s an element of hypocrisy about it: 

Actually, Harper was the one who first thought of forming a coalition government, not 

merely in 2004 as has been publicly documented by a letter of his, but all the way back in 

1997.” 



"[In 1997], [Tom] Flanagan and [Stephen] Harper launched a four-year 
writing partnership while they were repositioning Harper for his return to 
party politics. Their first effort was an article titled 'Our Benign Dictatorship,' 
which was published in the Donner Foundation-financed magazine the Next 
City. They argue that a coalition between Reform and the Bloc Quebecois 
was one way for conservatives to seize power." (my italics)—Not A 
Conspiracy Theory, Donald Gutstein, 2009, p. 159. 
 

 “So you see,” I said, “all this blather from Harper about coalition governments 

actually originated from him in the first place! He first thought of it way back, and now 

he’s trying to palm it off on the opposition parties, who have all sworn up and down that 

a coalition between them would never happen. Yet he continues to repeat “coalition” as if 

it were a given. Don’t you find that underhanded?” 

 “$20. You know you want it.” 

 “And another thing. Did you know that Harper made a promise to women before 

he was first elected in 2006 to uphold their rights?” 

“Yes, I’m ready to support women’s human rights and I agree that Canada 
has more to do to meet its international obligations to women’s equality. If 
elected, I will take concrete and immediate measures, as recommended by the 
United Nations, to ensure that Canada fully upholds its commitments to 
women in Canada.” 
—Stephen Harper, January 18, 2006, The Harper Record (pdf, CCPA), 
 p. 327 
 

 “Then, after he won that first election and all the subsequent ones, he went on to 

abuse women’s human rights for years. Now, he expects women (and seniors, and 

students) to hand him a majority, after he’s mistreated all of them. Don’t you find that in 

the least duplicitous?” 

 “Do you want the $20 or not?” he coaxed. 

 “I just want to make another point,” I said, “there’s a famous quote by Harper 

about his plans for Canada.” 



…Mr. Harper said in 2004, “We can create a country built on solid 
Conservative values, not on expensive Liberal promises, a country the  
Liberals wouldn’t even recognize, the kind of country I want to lead.” 
—http://canadaandtheworld.com/politiciansnottrusted.html  
 

 “Well,” I explained, “I’m not necessarily a large-L Liberal, but I don’t think I 

want to live in a country that that political party wouldn’t even recognize. I mean, their 

values are close to those of a lot of Canadians, and what Harper said made it sound like 

he’s planning to make a Canada that most Canadians won’t even recognize. I don’t want 

to live in a Canada like that.” 

 “$20. Take it or leave it,” he sneered. 

 And then a funny thing started to happen to me. I started thinking about a 

particular CD that I had been coveting for a long time. And temptation overcame me. I 

took the $20 from the stranger and vowed to vote for Harper. Then I went into the polling 

station and did just that. 

 A little-more-distant future. I have to say that I’m perfectly happy living under the 

Harper dictatorship, formerly known as Canada. So there are no more social programs 

anymore, so what: The “invisible hand” of the market takes care of everything now. 

Money talks. Everybody listens. 

 People are free to worship in any way they please as long as it’s Harper’s way. 

But that’s okay, he long ago proved that his way was the best way, after all. 

 And, here, finally, I’ve still got my CD. 

Who needs democracy? 


