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Smith: “Why, Mr. Anderson? Why do you do it? Why get up? Why keep 
fighting? Do you believe you’re fighting for something? For more than your 
survival? Can you tell me what it is? Do you even know? Is it freedom? Or 
truth? Perhaps peace? Could it be for love? Illusions, Mr. Anderson. Vagaries 
of perception. The temporary constructs of a feeble human intellect trying 
desperately to justify an existence that is without meaning or purpose. And all 
of them as artificial as the Matrix itself. Although, only a human mind could 
invent something as insipid as love. You must be able to see it, Mr. Anderson. 
You must know it by now. You can’t win. It’s pointless to keep fighting. 
Why, Mr. Anderson, why? Why do you persist?” 
 
Neo: “Because I choose to.” 
 
—from the movie, The Matrix 
 

“Futility” 
is one of a number 
of defeatist 
words seeded 
into language 
in order to make 
concepts like “resistance” 
more difficult to grasp. 
 
For the very structure 
of language 
determines the patterns 
of thought 
which are allowed 
to proceed. 
 
For as thinking 
keeps company with consciousness, 
so the latter is influenced 
by the contextual meaning 
of words, 
which determine the 
composition of identity and self. 



 
It was written 
in 1929 
that mass culture 
breeds mediocrity and ignorance 
so that popular opinion 
now overshadows 
traditional morality 
and intellectual judgement. 
 
“Knowledge is power,” 
goes the saying, 
and if language 
is corrupted 
then so is knowledge 
and therefore also power. 
 
George Orwell wrote 
in 1946 
that our civilization 
is decadent 
and therefore 
its language will become corrupted 
leading to political consequences, 
which he alluded to 
in his dystopian novel 1 9 8 4. 
 
John Ralston Saul wrote 
in 1993 
that our civilization’s 
separation from superstition 
and the Church 
in the 1500s 
has culminated in an 
overreliance on Reason 
which has resulted in 
favouring the providing of answers 
over the encouragement of understanding. 
 
The outcome is indifference 
to realizations of concepts such as 
government, environmentalism,  
philanthropy, and companionship. 



 
That is why compassion, empathy, 
sympathy, and even love itself 
are now perceived more as weaknessness 
as opposed to how they were 
once highly regarded. 
 
It is 
why Canada is being slowly dismantled, 
why it’s seen worldwide as an environmental outlaw, 
why its inequality and homelessness are accelerating, 
and why it’s still strongly patriarchal. 
 
Be not afraid. 
Resist! 


